MSU-Bottineau Course Syllabus

Course Prefix/Number/Title: 

College Composition II: English 120

Course Description:

An advanced writing course critically considering a wide range of issues and dealing with a variety of writing styles but concentrating on research-based writing, revision, and documentation.

Course Objectives:

To utilize a variety of sources to create research-based formal papers 

To cite sources according to MLA guidelines

To explore various styles of writing, concentrating on clarity of ideas

To analyze and critically discuss important issues including:


Humans and nature


Humans’ use of science and technology


Diversity and its affect on language and attitudes
Instructor:

Mr. Michael Porter

Office: Thatcher Addition: Room 2209

Telephone: 228-5445

E-mail:mike.porter@misu.nodak.edu
Office Hours:

Tuesday, Thursday: 10:00 to 11:00

Monday, Wednesday, Friday: 2:00 to 3:00

Lecture/Lab Schedule:

 
Monday Wednesday, Friday 10:00-10:50

Monday Wednesday, Friday 1:00-1:50

Textbooks:

Carpini, Dominc Delli and Selzer, Jack,eds. Conversations: Readings for Writing, 6th ed. New York: Pearson Longman, 2006.

Axelrod, Rise B. and Cooper Charles R. The St Martin’s Guide to Writing. 8th ed. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin, 2008.

Course Requirements:

Three formal research papers 


Daily reading assignments


Daily quizzes


Assorted short writing assignments

General Education Goals/Objectives:
tGoal  4:  Demonstrates effective communication
Objective 1:  Expresses ideas through effective writing

Objective 2:  Reads at a level that allows participation in collegiate studies and chosen careers
Objective 3:  Uses information resources effectively
Objective 4:  Works collaboratively with others

Goal 6:  Demonstrates the knowledge of the human experience throughout history

Objective 2:  Recognizes the world of human diversity

Skill 1:  Demonstrates knowledge of varying cultural standards throughout the world

Skill 2:  Identifies the varieties of human social groupings
Relationship to Campus Theme:

 Students will read about and discuss human nature as it relates to communication and diversity.

Students will read about and discuss the wilderness as a concept.

Students will read about and discuss genetic engineering and its implications

Classroom Policies: Grading

One-third: formal research papers


One third: daily quizzes, assignments and activities


One third: midterm and final

Academic Integrity:

All assignments, tests and quizzes will meet the standards of accepted Academic Integrity.
Disabilities and Special Needs:

 Students with disabilities or special needs must inform the instructor of those needs as soon as possible.

Tentative Course Outline:
Syllabus 120

Spring 2009

January 14

Introduce Class

Introduce the first paper.

The St Martin’s Guide to Writing: Basic Features: Speculating about Causes pp. 482-483
January 16

The St Martin’s Guide to Writing: Speculating about Causes pp. 455-457; Readings pp. 457-481; Guide to Writing: pp.484-494  
January 21

Select a tentative topic for the first paper. 
The St Martin’s Guide to Writing: Arguing: Asserting a Thesis pp. 670-674; Outlining pp.573-576 Planning and Drafting pp. 494-498

January 23

Thesis statement and working outline due

The St Martin’s Guide to Writing: Field Research pp. 688-701: Library and Internet Research pp. 702-737

Lecture Bibliography cards

January 26

Library Worksheet due

Lecture: Who owns information? Ethical use of information; Plagiarism: Accidental vs. deliberate: Online Writing Lab Purdue University

January 28

Lecture: Avoiding plagiarism and note taking with note cards The St Martin’s Guide to Writing: Using Sources pp. 738-747

January 30

Bibliography, and paraphrase note card with the original text due 

Lecture: Works Cited page

The St Martin’s Guide to Writing: Using Sources pp. 753-763

Conversations: W. J. Reeves “College Isn’t for Everyone” pp. 128-133; Doonesbury pp. 133-134;Ellen Condliffe Lagemann “The Challenge of Liberty” pp. 135-145; Ralph Ketcham “A Rationale for Civic Education” pp. 145-151

February 2

Bibliography cards due 

Conversations: John Searle, “The Case for a Traditional Liberal Arts Curriculum” pp.154-166

February 4 

Note cards due: 

Internal documentation. 

The St Martin’s Guide to Writing: Acknowledging Sources pp. 750-753

Review Outlining pp.573-576 Planning and Drafting pp. 494-498; Drafting pp. 498-500

Conversations: Ben Franklin, from The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin pp.167-170; Frederick Douglass, The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass pp. 171-176

February 6

Lecture: Types of Support

The St Martin’s Guide to Writing: pp. 674-684

February 9

The St Martin’s Guide to Writing: Revising pp. 502-509

Formal outline and First draft of first paper due. 

Revise in class. 

February 11

Writing Conferences

February 13

Conversations: Alice Walker “Everyday Use” pp. 120-127

February 18

Final draft due

Introduce second paper

The St Martin’s Guide to Writing: Proposing a Solution pp.326-327 Readings pp. 330-341; Purpose and Audience pp.358-359; Basic Features: Proposing solutions pp. 360-361

February 20

Select topics for Second paper
The St Martin’s Guide to Writing: Guide to Writing pp. 362-371

Conversations: Susan Brownmiller, "Let's Put Pornography Back in the Closet" pp.414-417; John Irving, "Pornography and the New Puritans" pp. 417-425; Andrea Dworkin, "Reply to John Irving" pp.426-430

February 23


Topic selected

Work on Thesis and scratch outline

Conversations: Nadine Strossen, "The Perils of Porno phobia" pp. 430-435; Robert Jensen “ The Painful Truth about Today’s Pornography-and What Men Can Do about It” pp. 435-442

February 25

Midterm

Bibliography Cards Due

February 27

The St Martin’s Guide to Writing: Planning and Drafting  pp. 371-376

Conversations: Aristotle Politics pp.617-621; Alexis de Tocqueville “Democracy in America” pp. 621-630

March 2

Conversations: Henry David Thoreau "Civil Disobedience" pp.631-645; 
March 4

Conversations: “Public Statement by Eight Alabama Clergymen” pp. 651-653; Martin Luther King Jr. “Letter from Birmingham Jail”pp.654-668; 

March 6

Conversations: Mahatma Gandhi "Letter to Lord Irvin" pp.646-650; Christine Woyshner “Motherhood, Activism, and Social Reform” pp. 668-674; Julie Quiroz-Martinez “Immigrants Hit the Road for Civil Rights” pp. 674-680 

March 9
Conversations: Bill Nelson “The Right to Privacy” pp. 691-694; John Poindexter “The Need for Information Awareness” pp. 694-699; Paul Starobin “Dawn of the Daddy State” pp. 699-704; Ray C. Spencer “Can We Curb the Privacy Invaders?” pp. 704-711; American Library Association “Resolution on the USA Patriot Act and Related Measures that Infringe on the Rights of Library Users” pp.711-713

March 11

Conversations: Robert Goldwin, "Gun Control is Constitutional" pp.713-716; 

“ Responses" pp,716-718; Douglas Bettcher and Chitra Subramaniam “The Necessity of Global Tobacco Regulations” pp. 722-724; Walter E. Williams “Nazi Tactics” pp. 724-727

March 13

Conversations:  Eric Schlosser “Fast Food nation” pp. 732-736; Charles Stein “In Supersized World, Regulatory Indigestion” pp. 736-738; Nino P. Malek “Fast Food and Personal Responsibility” pp. 738-741; Susan Llewelyn Leach “Those Extra Pounds-Are They Government’s Business?’ pp. 741-744; Walter E. Williams “Whose Business is It?” pp. 745-746; James Matorin “Obesity Awareness Campaign Needed, But Regulations Won’t Curb Fast-Food Appetite” pp. 747-749

March 23

Note Cards Due

Review: Outlines

The St Martin’s Guide to Writing: Planning and Drafting  pp. 374-377

Conversations: Patrick Leahy “Congress Should Pass Legislation to Lower Federal Crack Cocaine Sentences” pp. 762-766; Larry D. Thompson “Congress Should Not Lower Federal Crack Cocaine Sentences” pp. 766-770 

March 25

Assessment Day

March 27

The St Martin’s Guide to Writing: Revising pp. 380-387
First Draft due

 Formal outline due

Revise in class

March 30

Conversations: John Muir “ Saving the Hetch Hetchy Valley” pp. 873-880; Wallace Stegner “A Wilderness Letter” pp. 880-886; Douglas Henton, John Melvill, and Kim Walesh “The Rise of the New Civic Revolutionaries: Answering the Call to Stewardship in Our Times” pp. 680-690

April 1

Conversations: William Cronon “ The Trouble with Wilderness” pp. 886-913; Samuel P. Hays “ Response to William Cronon” pp. 913-917 Virtual Conversations pp. 918-920

April 3

Final Draft

Introduce third paper

The St Martin’s Guide to Writing: Chapter 6: Arguing a Position Introduction: pp. 272-275; Readings pp. 276-293; Basic Features: Arguing a Position pp. 294-295
April 6

The St Martin’s Guide to Writing: Guide to Writing pp. 296-305;
Select Topics

Conversations: Ellen Goodman “Showing Us the Power of Marriage” pp. 580-582; Barbara Findlen “ Is marriage the Answer” pp. 583-589; Tom Toles “The Trouble with Gays”p. 589; Andrew Sullivan, “Here Comes the Groom” pp. 590-594; Hadley Arkes, “The Closet Straight” pp. 594-600; Anna Quindlen, “Evan’s Two Moms” pp. 691-602
April 8

Thesis and scratch outline

The St Martin’s Guide to Writing: Developing your Argument pp. 301-308; 

Conversations: Jennifer Marshall “Marriage: What Social Science Says and Doesn’t Say” pp. 483-486; Claudia Wallis “The Case for Staying Home” pp. 505-513; Barbara LeBay “American Families Are Drifting Apart” pp. 513-519

April 15

Thesis statement and scratch outline for final paper due

Bibliography cards Due

Conversations: Shere Hite, "Bringing Democracy Home"  pp.486-493.
April 17

Conversations: Ed Mead “Reflections on Crime and Class” pp. 750-754 Chrisian Parenti “Crime as Social control” pp. 754-762; Jeffrey Reiman “The Rich Get Richer and the Poor get Prison’ pp. 770 -785

April 20

Note Cards due

Review outlines and first draft; Developing your Argument pp. 301-305; Outlining pp.573-576; Drafting 305-310

Conversations: Richard Johnson “The Battle Against White Collar Crime” pp. 787-794

April 22

Lecture: Fallacies used in persuasion The St Martin’s Guide to Writing: pp. 684-685

April 24

Lecture: Fallacies used in persuasion The St Martin’s Guide to Writing: pp. 684-685

Revising; The St Martin’s Guide to Writing: pp. 310-318

April 27

First draft: revise in class

April 29

Conversations: Scot Russell Sanders, “The Men We Carry in Our Minds” pp. 337-340;

Sojourner Truth, “Ain’t I a Woman?” pp. 336; Susan Glaspell, "Trifles" pp.341-352; 

May 1

Conversations: Beverly Gross “Bitch” pp. 381-390; Deborah Tannen “Crosstalk” pp. 390-394; Sherryl Kleinman “Why Sexist language Matters” pp. 395-400

May 4

Final Draft of paper

Conversations: Dorothy Nelkin “The Scientific Mystique” p.807-821; Muriel Lederman “Science Is a Social Enterprise” pp. 821-824; L. H. Neese “Science vs. Religion” pp. 824-830

May 6

Conversations: Kenan Malik “The Moral Clone” pp. 830-834; Ron Reagan “Address to the 2004 Democratic National Convention” pp. 863-866; Steven Milloy “Ron Reagan Wrong on Stem Cells” pp. 866-869; Richard Doeflinger “Don’t Clone Ron Reagan’s Agenda” pp. 869-872.

May 8

Conversations: Kenneth R. Weiss “ It Came from the Gene Lab” pp. 834-838; David Sandalow “Biotechnology and World Hunger” pp. 838-844 Institute of Science in Society “Open Letter fro World Scientists to all Governments Concerning Genetically Modified Organisms” pp. 844-854

May 11

Robert W. McChesney and Eric Alterman, “Waging the Media Battle” pp. 201-210; Dell Chanplin and Janet Knoedler’ Operating in Public Interest or in Pursuit of Private Profits” pp. 210-221; Ronnie Dugger “Corporate Takeover of the Meidia” pp. 225-228; Nick Gillespie, “The Myth of Media Monopoly” pp. 229-230

