
 
Course Prefix/Number/Title: 

PHOT 296 - Outdoor Photography Study Abroad 
 

Number of Credits: 
Three (3) Credits 

 
Course Description: 

This is a nine-week intensive course in which students will learn all aspects 
of outdoor photography including lighting, equipment, locations, techniques, 
post-production, image editing, presentation and careers. Students will 
explore a variety of subject matter including landscapes, scenic, wildlife, 
rustic, rural, and urban photography. Students will spend six weeks in an 
online classroom prior to travel. One week traveling abroad in a photo 
intensive program where students will have daily lectures and photo 
excursions. One week preparing a digital portfolio along with matted and 
framed, gallery ready, prints for display. 

 

Pre-/Co Requisites: 
 PHOT 180 and PHOT 150 or instructor consent 
 

Course Objectives: 
1. To apply natural lighting in outdoor photography. 
2. To introduce students to a variety of outdoor subject matter. 
3. To understand the correct equipment used while photographing different 

outdoor subjects. 
4. To apply postproduction, image correction, and digital darkroom 

techniques as they apply to outdoor photography. 
5. To research and learn about career opportunities in outdoor 

photography. 
6. To demonstrate and understanding of opportunities, requirements, 

preparations, and protocol for traveling abroad when doing outdoor 
photography. 

7. To understand the importance of culture, history, and customs when 
photographing in other countries.  

8. To create and present an outdoor portfolio. 
9. To demonstrate the ability to print, mat and frame their work for a 

professional presentation. 
 

Instructor:  



Office: 

Office hours:  

Phone: 

Email:  

Lecture/Lab Schedule: 
Online Class available 8 weeks before departure. Available 24/7 
 
Travel abroad – This weeklong trip normally takes place in September; 
however, dates will vary. See the current application for the current dates.  
 
Post trip portfolios and printing – (photo majors only) – Due one week after 
returning to the states. 
 
Please see a breakdown of costs and payment due dates, travel dates, and 
other information online at. www.dakotacollege.edu/ireland  

 

Textbook(s):    
None 

 

Course Requirements: 
The travel abroad course is a nine-week intensive course in which students 
will be engaged in photographic activities, lectures, and critiques on a daily 
basis. There is a cost associated with this course, numerous forms that need 
to be completed, and other requirements which must to be met by each 
student.  Students interested in enrolling in this course should contact the 
instructor in advance to receive information on course logistics, costs and 
requirements, and/or check out the link listed above. 
 
The first 7 weeks are online. The ninth week is postproduction. The eighth 
week is in Ireland. The daily routine in Ireland will include photographing 
during key times of the day for lighting, including sunrise and sunset hours, 
lectures on outdoor photography and techniques, lectures on the culture and 
history of the areas students are photographing, and critique sessions. 
 

mailto:clint.saunders@dakotacollege.edu
http://www.dakotacollege.edu/ireland


The final portfolio will consist of 20-30 examples of a student’s work from 
the trip.  Students will submit their portfolios to the online course shell 
within one week of returning to the US. 
 
Photo majors will print, mat, and frame a number of prints (to be determined 
later) to be hung in the Thatcher Hall Gallery Frames on the first and second 
floors of Thatcher Hall, on the Dakota College at Bottineau campus.  
 

Tentative Course Outline:  
 
Week 1 – Introduction, various outdoor subject matter, and technical  

foundations. Tips for studying abroad, required travel information 
for this trip. 

 
Week 2 – Vast Landscapes 

 
Week 3- Intimate Landscape and Macro 
 
Week 4 – Wildlife 

 
Week 5 –Rustic, Rural, Urban Decay, Cityscapes 
 
Week 6 – Nighttime Photography 
 
Week 7 – Careers in outdoor photography 
 
Week 8 – IRELAND 
 
Week 9 – Postproduction and portfolios  

 

CTE Competency/Department Learning Outcome(s): 

Relationship to Campus Focus: 



Classroom Policies: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Student E-mail Policy: 

Academic Integrity: 

Disabilities and Special Needs: 

Title IX: 

Disclaimer Statement: 

Grades: 



Grading Philosophy: 

Final Grades: 

 Photography Proficiency Grade

 Professionalism

 Instructor Critique responses

Photography Grades: 

Weekly Assignments: 

Final Portfolios: 



Photography Proficiency Rubric: 

Aesthetics – 25% of photography proficiency grade 

Principles of design – 25% of photography proficiency grade 

Intent – 25% of photography proficiency grade 

Technical skills – 25% of photography proficiency grade 

Photography Proficiency Assessment/Grade 



Professionalism Grades: 

Professionalism Rubric: 

 Punctuality/Deadlines - 25% of professionalism grade 

Grammar & Spelling - 25% of professionalism grade 

 Communication - 25% of professionalism grade 

 Participation/Networking - 25% of professionalism grade 



Professionalism Assessment/Grade 

Late Assignments: 

Final Assessment/Grade: 

Grading Scale: 



GENERAL INFORMATION: 

Online  

On-Campus 

Photography Lab

Hands-on Learning

Hybrid Course 

Why Hybrid?

Lectures

Homework

Critiques/discussions



Hands-on Learning

Attendance: 

ONLINE STUDENTS

ON-CAMPUS STUDENTS –

 

Photography Program Internship/Field Study Guidelines (Practicum) 
• 

• 



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 


