
JOSEPHINE LEADER
sUAS Instructor
Dakota College at Bottineau | Bottineau, North Dakota
701-228-5419 | josephine.leader@dakotacollege.edu
EDUCATION
Master of Fine Arts, Interdisciplinary Media Studies | Begins December 2026
Planned focus: User Interface and Experience Design and Videography
Bachelor of Science, Cybersecurity | Expected December 2026
Associate of Technical Studies, Information Technology | Eastern Gateway Community College | 2024
ACADEMIC AND TEACHING APPOINTMENTS
sUAS Instructor | Dakota College at Bottineau | Bottineau, ND | 2025-Present
Courses taught: Introduction to UAS Operations; Basic UAS Flight Training; UAS Flight Lab; UAS Data Management, Analysis and Mapping; UAS Repair and Maintenance; Crew Resource Management; Introduction to UAS Photography; Spreadsheet Applications; Microsoft Word; Office Management; IT Support Specialist duties as schedule allows.
Adjunct Lecturer | Dakota College at Bottineau | Bottineau, ND | 2024
Courses taught: UAS Repair and Maintenance.
Temporary Workforce Development Grant Instructor | ISACA | Remote | 2025
Taught Computer Fundamentals during a short-term, grant-funded Workforce Development program.
Covered computer fundamentals, introductory Linux commands, networking basics, and related foundational technical skills in a certification program positioned as a competitor to CompTIA A+ and covering similar content.
TEACHING AREAS
Unmanned aircraft systems flight, safety, crew resource management, and FAA Part 107 concepts
UAS repair, maintenance, hardware identification, software integration, and drone building
Drone photography, videography, data management, analysis, and mapping
Microsoft 365 applications, office management, IT fundamentals, and technical workforce skills
CERTIFICATIONS AND CREDENTIALS
FAA Part 107 Remote Pilot Certificate | 2025
NIST sUAS - Top Operator Level I | 2026
NIST sUAS - Top Operator Level II | 2026
Soldering Certification, EPTAC | 2025
TestOut certifications aligned with CompTIA A+, Network+, Security+, and Linux+ | 2022-2024
IBM Database Essentials (SQL) | 2026
PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATIONS AND OUTREACH
Leader, J. Drone Discovery: An Introduction to UAS Technology. T4 STEM Day, October 22-23, 2025, Minot, ND.
Leader, J. From Idea to Object: An Introduction to 3D Printing. Full STEAM Ahead, August 12 and 15, 2025, Minot, ND.
Leader, J. Introduction to Recreational Drones. Full STEAM Ahead, July 2025, Minot, ND.
Leader, J. Introduction to Flying Drones. Full STEAM Ahead, July 2025, Minot, ND.
Leader, J. Drone Hardware Identification. T4 STEM Day, April 2025, Minot, ND.
Leader, J. Drone Repair and Maintenance Crash Course. T4 STEM Day, April 2025, Minot, ND.
Leader, J. How to Plan a Bootcamp. Advanced Technological Education Conference, October 28-November 1, 2025, Washington, DC.
Leader, J. Tech Ready: Your Guide to Email, Campus Systems, and Success. New Student Orientation, Dakota College at Bottineau, July 2024, Bottineau, ND.
Leader, J. Firewall Fighters: A VR Journey into Network Security. T4 STEM Day, March 2022, Bottineau, ND.
SELECTED EXHIBITIONS
Ancestry. Gallery 4, Fargo, ND, August 1-30, 2026.
Summer Exhibition. BOAPS BIFARIAN Online Gallery, July 1-October 1, 2026.
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Developing and Writing NSF Proposals: A Virtual Workshop for Two-Year Colleges. Multi-session virtual workshop, April 17, April 24, June 15, June 19, June 22, June 24, and June 26, 2025.
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Freelance Photographer, Videographer, and Drone Pilot | Leader Productions | North Dakota | 2010-Present
Provide traditional photography, ground-based videography, drone photography, and aerial videography services for community and client projects.
IT Support Specialist | Dakota College at Bottineau | Bottineau, ND | 2020-2025
Support faculty, staff, and students across computers, printers, classroom technology, IVN systems, Teams Rooms, user accounts, and campus devices.
Contribute to Active Directory administration, website updates, ADA compliance, network cabling, rack installation, and network/server troubleshooting.
Senior Recruiter | PMP Personnel Services |  | 2018-2020
Managed full-cycle recruiting, including candidate sourcing, interviewing, hiring, onboarding, employee separation, and unemployment claims.
Handled payroll administration, employee supervision, office management, documentation, and client service.
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