
PHOT 200 
Photojournalism  

8 Weeks -Three (3) Credits 
 

Course Description: 
In this course, students will learn all aspects of photojournalism including 
lighting, equipment, locations, techniques and careers.  Students will cover a 
variety of subject matter involved in photojournalism including spot news, 
sports, features, events, and documentary 
 

Pre-/Co Requisites: 
 PHOT 180, PHOT 190, PHOT 250 
 
Course times:    

Tu,Th  8:00 am – 10:30 am 
 
Studio times:   

By appointment, see schedule on door 
 
Room number:   

2225 Thatcher Hall 
 
Instructor:    

Clint Saunders 
 
Office number:   

TH 2225 
 
Office Hours:  

Available during all studio hours 
 
Phone:  

307-702-1368 
 
Email:  

clint.saunders@dakotacollege.edu 
  
Text:   

None 
 
Objectives: 

1. To understand trends in photojournalism. 
2. To learn about careers in photojournalism. 
3. To discover the different aspects and types of photos associated with 

photojournalism. 



4. To understand ethics as they apply to photojournalism. 
5. To learn post production and distribution methods as they pertain to 

modern photojournalists. 
 

Relationship to Campus Theme: 
This course addresses the campus theme by studying the history of 
photojournalism, how it has evolved and where it will evolve to, while 
learning the important role photojournalism has, does, and will play in our 
society. 
 

Classroom Policies: 
1. Cell phones and related devices are prohibited in the classroom at all 

times. You have the option of keeping them turned off or leaving them at 
home. 

2. The internet in the classroom will be used for educational purposes only. 
Do not use the internet for Facebook, instant messaging, or any other 
similar websites during class time. 

3. Food and beverages are permitted in accordance with IVN classroom 
policy. 

4. Be respectful of other students, technicians, instructors, and guests. 
 
Academic Integrity: 

All students are expected to adhere to the highest standards of academic 
integrity. Dishonesty in the classroom or studio and with assignments, 
quizzes, exams, and papers is a serious offense and is subject to disciplinary 
action by the instructor and college administration. For more information 
refer to the Student Handbook. Please note that I have a ZERO tolerance 
policy for cheating, plagiarism, and copyright violations. 

 
Disabilities and Special Needs: 

If you have a disability for which you are, or may be, requesting an 
accommodation, you are encouraged to contact your instructor and Jan 
Nahinurk in the Learning Center (228-5479) as early as possible during the 
beginning of the semester. 

 
Grading Philosophy: 

Please understand that I do not care about your grades, I care about your 
education. My job is to teach you, your job is to learn what I teach you, and 
hopefully more. If we both do our jobs, grades shouldn’t be necessary.  

 
An instructor once said to me, “if you do everything that is expected of you in 
this class, then you will earn a “C”. Because only doing what is expected is 
average, and a “C” represents an average grade. If you want a “B,” do more 
than is expected, if you want an “A,” do a lot more than is expected.”   
 



I embraced this philosophy as a student and discovered something amazing. 
When I did more than what was expected, I learned more, and when I did a 
lot more than was expected, I learned a lot more. Amazing huh? 
 
Because of my philosophies on grading, I allow you to re-do any assignment 
at any time during the semester for a better grade. I will also use rubrics 
when grading so you know exactly what you are being graded on and where 
to improve.  However, the best way to succeed in my class is to not focus on - 
“what’s my grade” - and instead focus on - “how much can I learn.”  If you 
embrace this, you won’t be re-doing assignments for grades, you’ll be re-
doing them in order to learn, and the grade will become secondary as well as 
take care of itself. 

 
Grading Scale: 
 A  (90 – 100%)  B  (80 – 89%)  C  (70 – 79%)  D  (60 – 69%)  F  (below 60%) 
 
Attendance: 

If you aren’t in class, you aren’t learning the material.  Don’t miss class!  And, 
don’t be tardy! Being late or being on time is nothing more than a habit. If 
you are in the habit of being late, this will be a good time to work on changing 
that habit to one of being on time. In the career field, being late is a just cause 
for firing employees, so if you are in the habit of being late, then you can use 
this class as an opportunity to work on changing that habit. However, I’d 
rather you were late, than miss class, so if you are running late, please come 
in quietly and take your seat. 

 
Critiques: 

Critiques are a crucial part of learning. During critiques, the instructor and 
students will offer feedback on your work. The following rules apply to 
critiques. 
 

1. Be respectful! 
2. Give positive and negative feedback. Positive feedback is important to learn 

what is working and to build confidence. Negative feedback is important 
because we cannot improve without it. All negative feedback should be as 
constructive as possible. 

3. When receiving a critique, keep an open mind and don’t get defensive. 
Remember, no one is attacking you or your work. The goal is to learn. You 
cannot learn with a closed mind or defensive attitude.  

 
 
Disclaimer Statement: 

The instructor of this course reserves the right to make changes to this 
syllabus without prior notice. 

  
 



Tentative Course Outline:  
 

Week 1 – Introduction -  What is Photojournalism? 
 Understanding Photojournalism 
 Careers in Photojournalism 
 The Evolution of Photojournalism 

 
Week 2   – Sports 

 Sports as news 
 Timing 
 Sports as features 
 Techniques 
 Equipment 
 Predicting action 

 
Week 2 – Assignments 

 Where to find news 
 Making the most of an assignment 
 Visual variety 
 Catching candids 

 
Week 3 – Spot news 

 Making Headlines 
 On the scene 
 Fires 
 Accidents and disasters 
 Weather 

 
Week 3 – General news 

 Beyond the photo op 
 Strategies 
 Photographing the issues 

 
Week 4 – Features 

 Search for Timeless 
 Good feature subjects 
 Candids 

 
Week 4 Portraits 

 The journalistic portrait 
 Putting your subject at ease 
 Lighting 
 Composition and effect 
 Preconception 
 Environment  
 Group portraits 



 
 
Week 5 – Photo editing 

 The role of the photo editor 
 Research 
 The hazards of do it yourself 
 Strategies 
 Understanding readers preferences 
 Working with images 
 Size and impact 
 Multiple images 
 Captions 

 
Week 5– Camera bag 

 Gear for photojournalists 
 Camera features 
 Lenses 
 Time of day 
 Transmitting on assignment 

 
Week 6 – Strobe 

 Using flash 
 Combining flash with available light 
 Metering 
 Directional strobe 
 Multiple strobes 

 
Week 6 – Covering the issues 

 Backgrounding the news 
 Documentary 
 Developing a story 
 Creating change 

 
Week 7– Photo story 

 Telling stories with pictures. 
 Modern story telling 
 Finding stories 
 Types of stories 
 Visual consistency 
 Narrative 
 Picture order 

 
Week 7 – Multimedia 

 Sound 
 Interviewing 
 Slide shows 



Week 8 – Video 
 Video journalism. 
 Shooting video and stills 
 Video cameras 
 Shooting techniques 
 Editing 

 
Week 8 – Ethics, Laws, Turning Pro 

 Ethics 
 Laws 
 Turning pro 

 
 

 


