Course Outline – Basic Urban Forestry Skills – FORS 264

Instructor- Robert Underwood Office- 21 Molberg Center Phone- 701-228-5434 

Class schedule- 4 - 4:50 TR Lab- 1 - 2:50: 3 – 4:50 T   

Text -  The Tree  Climber’s Companion, 2nd Edition, Jeff Jepson, Beaver Tree Publishing, Longville MN.  104 pp.

Course Objectives:

1) To emphasize at all times, safe methods of performing aerial work on trees.

2) To understand understand the equipment, knots and techniques used for this  type of job.

3) To learn to work with other crew members both in the tree and on the ground to prevent misunderstandings and subsequent accidents.  (Gen Ed criteria #1)

4) To learn the importance of updating our knowledge of rules and techniques and the sources where these updates may be obtained.  (Satisfies Gen Ed criteria #9 lifelong skills.)

Content: (Daily assignments listed under scheduling) 

Tools of the Trade

Preclimb inspection

Knots, hitches and bends

Rope installation

Entering the tree

Positioning in the tree

Rigging for removals
Course Requirements and Evaluation: There will be a series of tests based on national safety standards put out by the National Arborist Assn.   These will comprise  60% of your grade.  The remaining 40% is based on demonstration of skills such as are outlined in the skills performance sheet at the end of the text.  

General Safety Rules:  

All students will wear a hard hat during outdoor labs.  If you do not have one, one will be provided by the  instructor.

It is highly suggested that students wear a heavy leather work shoe or boot when climbing.

It is highly suggested that students wear long pants and long sleeve work shirt when working in the tree to prevent scratches and scrapes.

When applicable, eye and ear protection will be worn.

Students not properly attired or not paying attention will be asked to leave the work area by the instructor.  

SAFETY FIRST!!!

                               Then have a good time and experience the rush of working and playing in the treetops.  

