Syllabus

Guide to Linux Installation and Administration  

Spring,  2005
General Course Information

Instructor:
Brad Gangl

Email Address:
gangl@misu.nodak.edu
Campus Phone:
701-228-5418

Office Hours:
9:00 – 10:00am

Course Web Site:
mycourse.thomsonlearning.com – course id 76380

Room Number:
TH206
Meeting Times:
MWF 2:00 – 2:50pm

Prerequisites:

Textbook:
Nicholas Wells, Guide to Linux Installation and Administration, Second Edition, Course Technology, Incorporated, 2003, ISBN 0-619-13095-4.
  

Course Objectives

The goal of this course is to prepare you to pass a Linux certification exam, to demonstrate to potential employers that you have mastered important theoretical and practical knowledge about Linux-based computers.  You will learn the basics of Linux technology and be trained as a system administrator to maintain a Linux server that other users rely on for e-mail, Web, database, networking, or other system services.  In addition to the theoretical issues covered you will gain much practical knowledge through the use of hands-on projects designed to reinforce the material in each chapter of the text.

Web Site

Supplementary information for the course is available at URL mycourse.thomsonlearning.com. The Web site contains class notes, PowerPoint slides, class announcements, the course syllabus, test dates, and other information for the course. Answers to the end of chapter review questions, student assignment files, and hands-on projects can also be obtained from the Web site.

E-Mail

All students are requested to obtain an e-mail account. If you have any questions about the course or need assistance, please contact me in person or by telephone during office hours, or by e-mail at any time. Also you may submit the end of chapter case project assignments in class on the due date or by e-mail with a date stamp of 5:00 p.m. on the due date. E-mail submissions should be sent as an attachment in the Microsoft Word format.

Grading and Evaluation Criteria

· 50% of the grade is based on a midterm and final examination. Both examinations are cumulative and given in any format. 

· 20% of the grade is based on class projects.
· 30% of the grade is based on answering the review questions and quizzes. Quizzes are announced one day in advance and may vary from 5-10 questions that may be in any format.

Section III: Course Outline 

	Week
	Topics
	Chapter

Readings
	Case Projects

Notebook
	Exams

	1
	Introducing Linux
	Chapter 1
	Project 1
	

	2
	Planning Your System
	Chapter 2
	Project 2
	

	3
	Installing Linux
	Chapter 3
	Project 2
	

	4
	Running a Linux System
	Chapter 4
	Project 1
	

	5
	Using Linux Graphical Environments
	Chapter 5
	Project 1
	

	6
	Using the Shell and Text Files
	Chapter 6
	Project 2
	

	7
	The Role of the System Administrator
	Chapter 7
	Project 1
	Mid-term Exam

	8
	The Role of the System Administrator
	
	
	

	9
	Basic Administration Tasks
	Chapter 8
	Project 2
	

	10
	
	
	
	

	11
	Preparing for Emergencies
	Chapter 9
	Project 1
	

	12
	
	
	
	

	13
	Managing System Resources
	Chapter 10
	Project 2
	

	14
	Using Advanced Administration Techniques
	Chapter 11
	Project 1
	

	15
	Printing in Linux
	Chapter 12
	Project 3
	

	16
	Backing Up System Data 
	Chapter 13
	Project 1
	

	16
	
	
	
	Final Exam


Section III: Sample Course Outline (10-week)

	Week
	Topics
	Chapter

Readings
	Hands-On Projects

Notebook
	Exams

	1
	Introducing Linux

Planning Your System
	Chapter 1

Chapter 2
	Project 1

Project 2
	

	2
	Installing Linux
	Chapter 3
	Project 2
	

	3
	Running a Linux System
	Chapter 4
	Project 1 
	

	4
	Using Linux Graphical Environments
	Chapter 5
	Project 1
	

	5
	Using the Shell and Text Files
	Chapter 6
	Project 2
	

	6
	The Role of the System Administrator

Basic Administration Tasks
	Chapter 7

Chapter 8
	Project 1

Project 2
	Mid-term Exam

	7
	Preparing for Emergencies
	Chapter 9
	Project 1


	

	8
	Managing System Resources
	Chapter 10


	Project 2


	

	9
	Using Advanced Administration Techniques
	Chapter 11


	Project 1


	

	10
	Printing in Linux

Backing Up System Data
	Chapter 12

Chapter 13
	Project 3

Project 1
	Final Exam


