Course Title:  General Biology

Course prefix and number:  BIOL 120

Course goal(s):  To provide the student with the knowledge, understanding, and appreciation of basic biological principles, and biology as a scientific endeavor.

Course Objectives:  Students successfully completing the course will demonstrate an understanding

of and proficiency with the following biological concepts:  1) cell structure and function, 2) Mendelian genetics and recombinant DNA technology, 3) classification of major taxa, 4) evolution, 5) populations, communities, and ecosystems, and 6) the scientific method.

Assessment method and expected data:  
1.  
Objectives 1,3:  Hour exams (4 per semester)

Average score of 70%.  The exam with the lowest average score will be analyzed to determine content area in need of improvement.

2.  
Objective 4:  Lab Accident Log

No physical injury to students or damage to equipment/materials in excess of $50 for the course.

Implementation time line:  

1.  
Hour exams will be given four times per semester.  Following semester finals the test 

with the  lowest average will be identified.

2.   
Lab Accident Log will be maintained throughout the semester and analyzed at the end of 

each semester.

Use of Assessment data:

1. 
Hour exam with the lowest average score will be analyzed to determine content areas that      need improvement.  Modifications will be incorporated in the next term to improve student understanding of the topic(s) with the objective to increase the rank to at least 3rd (out of 4 exams) in the subsequent term.

2.
Injury/damage data will be analyzed at the end of each semester and efforts will be identified to improve lab safety for the next term, with the objective to decrease injury/damage by 10%

