MiSU- BOTTINEAU

Course Outline

Course Title:  PHRM 215 Introduction to Pharmacology
Credits: 3
Prerequisite:
AH 171 Medical Terminology- this applies to medical secretary, medical assisting, medical coding, and medical transcription students.  This prerequisite may be waived at the discretion of the instructor.

Course Description:

· This course is designed to provide the student with an understanding of medication uses, side effects, medication administration and patient safety, drug interactions, calculations of drug doses, common medications for common disorders, pregnancy categories, drug schedules, complementary therapies.
· This course has been designed for nursing as well as non-nursing students.

· Nursing students will be required to demonstrate the use of the nursing process as it relates to the administration of medications.

· Nursing students will be required to read and respond to issues relating to the administration of Intravenous fluids
Required Text:

· Core Concepts in Pharmacology 2003, Holland, N., Adams, P.

· Students are also required to purchase a drug handbook


Course Objectives: Upon completion of this course the student should be able to:

1. Describe the five rights of drug administration, patient rights and safety issues related to medication administration
2. Describe principles of oral and parenteral drug administration

3. Identify actions/side effects of commonly used medications

4. Name the major drug classifications and their uses, calculate drug dosages

5. Identify commonly used medications for various medical disorders/conditions
6. Discuss the use of complementary therapies in the treatment of disease
Course Content:

· Drug regulation and approval, drug classes, schedules, categories

· Methods of drug delivery, calculation of drug doses, 5 rights of medication administration
· Substance abuse

· Commonly used medications for all body systems

· Medication actions, side effects, interactions

· Medication abbreviations

· Principles of safety in the administration of medications

· Legal and ethical considerations, patient rights

· Medication administration and the nursing process

· Complimentary therapies in the treatment of disease

· Nursing process and medication administration, lecture on IV fluids

Course Requirements and Evaluation: 

· Lectures, class participation, in class discussion, semester assignments, semester exams
· Nursing students are required to demonstrate the use of the nursing process as it relates to the administration of medications 
· Demonstrate an understanding of IV therapy


General Education Objectives Being Met
· Critical thinking skills, knowledge and application of science.
