MiSU-Bottineau
Course Outline
Course Title, Number and Credits:
DENDROLOGY, FORS 262, Credits: 3 semester credits (2 lecture, 1 lab) 
Prerequisite:
                None 
Instructor: 
R. Underwood - Room 21, Molberg Center , Office Hours: Posted on Office Door 
Class Hours: 
Lecture - T & Th 10:00 - 10:50 AM Lab - Wednesday 3:00 - 4:50 PM 
Required Text:
Dirr, Michael A., Manual of Woody Landscape Plants, 4th/5th Edition, Stipes Publishing Co., Champaign, IL, 1990, 1007 pp. 
(Alternately) Harlow, W.M., E.S. Harrar, and F.M. White. Textbook of Dendrology, McGraw-Hill Book Company, New York, NY, 1979, 510 pp. 
Course Objectives:
1) To understand and learn the identification, nomenclature, classification, occurrence, uses and characteristics of selected North American Angiosperms and Gymnosperms. (meets MSU-B Gen Ed Goal # 7)
Content and Description: 
Through hands on sessions in the field and the laboratory, the student will learn to identify over 200 of the most common trees and shrubs in North America. The method of identification ranges from form of the tree to cells in the wood, including leaves, bark, twigs, buds, and fruits. Along with this the student will also learn under what growing conditions the plant will flourish or suffer, the uses (both current and historical) of the plant, where it may have played a role in the development of a nation and other interesting facts which may help them better utilize the plant in their future positions. 
Course Requirements and Evaluation: 
Grading will be based on frequent lecture and lab quizzes. Final grades will be determined on a scale of 90-80-70-60 %. Attendance in class and on field trips may be considered in borderline cases.
Special online aspects: 

Interaction will be through the use of bulletin board conferencing, chat sessions and e-mail. 

Testing will be online, with limited access to test sites and restricted numbers of attempts offered under the WebCT software. 

Assignments will be posted to the page as a document, or mailed in to the instructor (digitally or by US Postal Service). 

At least 2 telephone interviews will be held with the student to evaluate their knowledge at the start and near the end of the course. Besides adding a personal touch to the process, this will also allow the instructor to determine if the testing results are a true measure of the students knowledge. This should eliminate "ghost" writers and will benefit the student who understands, but does not test well.
