MSU-Bottineau

English 120 Composition 2

Spring 2006

3 credits 
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Gary Albrightson

· Office hours: 12-1 MWF but stop in anytime my office door (OM 32) is open or call too
· Office Phone: 701 228 5602 


· E-mail address: gary.albrightson@misu.nodak.edu

Course description
Advanced practice in college-level writing from sources and in applying rhetorical strategies  

Pre-requisites
English 110

Course objectives
Students will learn to do research and to use that research for informative and persuasive purposes in formal communication situations and in formal rhetorical situations that require written responses. 

Course Goals 
Students who finish this course will be able to identify and analyze a communication situation and a rhetorical situation to achieve their purposes by successfully accommodating an audience, by managing ethos, by developing research strategies, by organizing information, by using an effective style, by using the basics of MLA and APA citation formats, and by editing to create Edited American English appropriate for a formal writing situation.  

Course Format 
This class proceeds by lecture, by discussion of reading assignments, and by discussion of student work.

Required texts 
Conversations: Readings for Writing, 5th ed. Jack Selzer

Quick Access, 4th ed. Lynn Quitman Troyka

Recommended

Consider using a journal for all class notes and homework. Although this journal will earn nothing for points, you can use it for the midterm and the final examination so long as this journal is handwritten in the test taker’s own handwriting. To use this journal most effectively, you should make the journal entries listed below on the calendar of assignments and then add to that whatever you find useful from the class lectures and discussions. Conversations may not be used at the midterm or at the final although you may copy anything from it into your journal. 

Supplemental text: Some reading from sources outside the required text will be distributed by the instructor or links will be provided to online sources.

Course management: This class uses a course management system called Nicenet which you can access at this URL: http://www.nicenet.org/ To access this site enter this class key 2Z52336S52 at the place on the Nicenet homepage that says “students” “join a class” and follow the instructions. 
Please provide all the information requested and use your name--not an alias, avatar, or “anonymous,” the default. Nicenet automatically creates a class mailing list, and since you will be asked to contribute to the class discussion board at various points in the semester, others will need to know who is posting comments as will the instructor so grades can be assigned for class participation. In addition, all the handouts and assignments for this course can be found at the documents link on the course Nicenet space and all assignments should be submitted to Nicenet as well as on paper. 

Other requirements for course: (Technical Requirements)

All students should have e-mail access and will find useful any of the word processing programs that offer spell check, grammar check, and the search/find feature

Expectations for the student/student outcomes

This class like any communication class teaches a set of skills, and communication skills are learned by discussion, practice, and repetition. All students can earn an “A” in this course, but only if they cooperate with the instructor, which they do by completing the work assigned and meeting all deadlines on assignments done outside of class. Students should budget about three hours out of class for every hour in class if they intend to earn an “A” in this class. Learning in college is about showing up on time, doing the work, and meeting the deadlines.

Late work and revisions

Class work or homework earns half credit if it is late. Late work on the three major reports is not accepted. However, since each of these three papers may be revised at least once, there is no reason to hand in late work. On the due date hand in what you have so the instructor can give you some help. On the revisions you will earn the higher grade between the first draft and second draft. However, if any marked revisions are not revised, the grade stays the same.  
Students requiring special services
If any students have special needs, please contact the instructor immediately by phone, email, or in person so arrangements can be made to provide whatever is required. 

Academic Integrity 
Since English 110 is a prerequisite for this course, the instructor assumes all students know what plagiarism is and know that each student must submit his or her own work. If students submit work not their own, they will receive a zero on that assignment with revision not allowed. 
Components of Course Grade
	Assignment
	Percentage 
	Points

	Class Participation
	20
	80

	Nativity research paper 
	15
	60

	Annotated bibliography
	20
	80

	Research Argument paper 
	25
	100

	Midterm
	10
	40

	Final 
	10
	40

	Total 
	100
	400


A = 93-100%, B = 81-92%, C = 70-80%, D = 60-69%

Evaluation of Course Work

Effective writing that achieves its purpose, whether informative or persuasive, depends upon a number of positive features all of which must be working together. And even if the writing is effective, readers can be hindered by a number of negative features. The positive and negative features of style are listed on the table below
	Positive Features 
	Points 
	Negative Features
	Points

	Content and Organization
	80 total 
	Sentence problems
	

	Thesis
	10
	Sentence fragments
	-5

	Support: relevant, coherent, ethical 
	10
	Comma splices
	-5

	Audience adaptation
	10
	Fused sentences
	-5

	Introduction
	10
	Misplaced modifiers
	-5

	Conclusion
	10
	Run-on sentences
	-5

	Ethos: credible, respectful and polite to audience, serious and no nonsense about subject
	10
	Sentence shifts
	-5

	Paragraphs: topic sentences
	10
	Wordiness 
	-5

	Paragraphs: cohesion
	10
	
	

	Style 
	20 total 
	Editing 
	

	Primer style 
	0
	Spelling errors 
	-5 each occurrence

	Variety of sentences: subordination and coordination
	5
	Usage errors
	-5 each occurrence

	Active voice, action verbs
	5
	Punctuation errors
	-5 each occurrence

	Parallelism 
	5
	Format errors
	-5 each occurrence

	Concise and effective word choice
	5
	
	


Calendar of Assignments 

Jan 11 Introduction to the Composition 2
Jan 13 In class writing 
Jan 16 No class—Martin Luther King Jr. birthday observed

Jan 18 Read QA 47-50 “Women can pump iron, too” and QA 212-233 “The role of emotions in AI” For a journal entry, write a comparison and contrast of these two reports.
Jan 20 Read QA 127-149 
Jan 23 Read Conversations 2-17 and 24-26  

Jan 25 Read Conversations Public Statement and MLK Jr Letter from Birmingham Jail 583-599 For a journal entry, answer some of the questions a critical reading asks: what is the occasion for the writing? What is the thesis and how is pathos and logos used to support that thesis? What does ethos contribute to support for the thesis? How does the arrangement of information within the essay and within the paragraphs reinforce the thesis? What is noticeable about sentence construction? How does word choice reinforce the thesis, especially figurative language like metaphor and simile?  
Jan 27 Read Conversations Malcolm X Message to the Grassroots 599-610 For a journal entry discuss the differences a critical reading reveals between Malcolm’s Message and MLK Jr’s Letter
Jan 30 Read Conversations Gandhi Letter to Lord Irwin 577-583 For a journal entry explain who is closer to Gandhi’s principles: MLK Jr or Malcolm X?
Feb 01 Read Conversations Thoreau Civil Disobedience 562-577 For a journal entry write a classification of Thoreau, Gandhi, MLK Jr., and Malcolm X. Do these four divide into two or three groups? Make your principle of classification explicit.
Feb 03 Working Bibliography due for Paper 1; in class discussion—geography of argument
Feb 06 Read Conversations 256-260 and Begley Three is not enough 260-266 and Brundage Passing 266-272 For a journal entry identify Begley’s thesis and some of the support for it and then discuss if or how the writing by Brundage affirms or denies Begley’s thesis.
Feb 08 Read Hess But you don’t look Chinese! 276-282
Feb 10 Read QA 160-177
Feb 13 Read Conversations Spencer Race and Mixed Race 282-295 For a journal entry answer the questions a critical reading asks: what is the occasion for the writing? What is the thesis and how is pathos and logos used to support that thesis? What does ethos contribute to support for the thesis? How does the arrangement of information within the essay and within the paragraphs reinforce the thesis? What is noticeable about sentence construction? How does word choice reinforce the thesis, especially figurative language like metaphor and simile?

Feb 15 Read Conversations Hogan 272-276 For a journal entry discuss the geography of the argument for the articles we have read about defining race. Classify the positions stated in those articles written by Begley, Brundage, Hogan, Hess, and Spencer
Feb 17 Paper 1 due today
Feb 20 No class—President’s day

Feb 22 Read Conversations Chaon Transformations 662-675 For a journal entry discuss the geography of the argument this short story presents
Feb 24 Read Conversations Cunningham Queer Nation 634-649 For a journal entry answer the questions a critical reading asks: what is the occasion for the writing? What is the thesis and how is pathos and logos used to support that thesis? What does ethos contribute to support for the thesis? How does the arrangement of information within the essay and within the paragraphs reinforce the thesis? What is noticeable about sentence construction? How does word choice reinforce the thesis, especially figurative language like metaphor and simile?

Feb 27 Read Conversations Bawer Stonewall For a journal entry discuss any new information or arguments Bawer adds not found in the writing by Chaon or by Cunningham 
Mar 01 Midterm Part one—style and editing to be revised, MLA format problems
Mar 03 Midterm Part two—in class essay based on any of the journal entries 
Mar 06 Read Conversations Beresford Rights and Responsibilities 658-662 For a journal entry answer the questions a critical reading asks: what is the occasion for the writing? What is the thesis and how is pathos and logos used to support that thesis? What does ethos contribute to support for the thesis? How does the arrangement of information within the essay and within the paragraphs reinforce the thesis? What is noticeable about sentence construction? How does word choice reinforce the thesis, especially figurative language like metaphor and simile?

Mar 08 Read Conversations Gomes Homophobic? 675-679 Compare and contrast Gomes’s essay with the others written about gay, lesbian, and bisexual rights. What does Gomes add that the others have not mentioned? 
Mar 10 Paper 2 Annotated Bibliography due today and revision of Paper 1 due also
Analyze Conversations Ritter Cartoon 679 and for a journal entry discuss what Ritter’s cartoon says and where that fits on the geography of the argument on gay, lesbian, and bisexual rights. In class writing today: Bring QA and Conversations to do a critical reading of an article not yet read from QA or Conversations. 
Mar 13 Spring Break 

Mar 15 Spring Break
Mar 17 Spring Break
Mar 20 Paper 3 Information sheet distributed today Read Conversations President’s Report 515-522 For a journal entry discuss differences in what the majority and minority reports say but also differences in how they say it
Mar 22 Read Conversations Brownmiller Closet 522-526 For a journal entry answer the questions a critical reading asks: what is the occasion for the writing? What is the thesis and how is pathos and logos used to support that thesis? What does ethos contribute to support for the thesis? How does the arrangement of information within the essay and within the paragraphs reinforce the thesis? What is noticeable about sentence construction? How does word choice reinforce the thesis, especially figurative language like metaphor and simile?

Mar 24 Read Conversations Irving Pornography and the new puritans and Dworkin Reply 526-538 For a journal entry identify which of these two articles makes the more convincing case for you and discuss the reasons why
Mar 27 Read Conversations Strosser Pornophobia and Soto Is it pornography? 538-547 For a journal entry write the dialogue that might ensue if Strosser, Soto, and Brownmiller participated on a panel discussion about pornography
Mar 29 Read Conversations Muir Save Hetch Hetchy Valley 847-854 For a journal entry answer the questions a critical reading asks: what is the occasion for the writing? What is the thesis and how is pathos and logos used to support that thesis? What does ethos contribute to support for the thesis? How does the arrangement of information within the essay and within the paragraphs reinforce the thesis? What is noticeable about sentence construction? How does word choice reinforce the thesis, especially figurative language like metaphor and simile?

Mar 31 Read Conversations Stegner Wilderness Letter 854-860 For a journal entry discuss any similarities and differences you see between the writings by Muir and Stegner. Be sure to discuss similarities or differences in both what they say and how they say it.
Apr 03 Read Conversations Cronon Trouble with Wilderness 861-889 For a journal entry answer the questions a critical reading asks: what is the occasion for the writing? What is the thesis and how is pathos and logos used to support that thesis? What does ethos contribute to support for the thesis? How does the arrangement of information within the essay and within the paragraphs reinforce the thesis? What is noticeable about sentence construction? How does word choice reinforce the thesis, especially figurative language like metaphor and simile?

Apr 05 Read Conversations Hays Response 889-894 For a journal entry discuss the terms on which Hays disagrees with Cronon and explain which of the two you find most convincing 
Apr 07 Read Conversations Greenpeace home page  860 For a journal entry discuss the geography of the argument on the topic of wilderness presented in Conversations
Apr 10 Read Conversations Walker Everyday Use 69-77 For a journal entry discuss what this story has to say about what college is for and explain why this story is titled Everyday Use
Apr 12 Read Conversations Ads, Trudeau, and Snodgrass 84-89  For a journal entry discuss what these texts add to the question “What is college for?”
Apr 14 No class—Easter holiday 

Apr 17 No class—Easter holiday

Apr 19 Read Conversations Hooks Pedagogy and political commitment 77-84 For a journal entry summarize the answer Hooks gives to the question “What is college for?”
Apr 21 Read Conversations Searle Traditional Liberal Arts Education 89-102 For a journal entry quote or paraphrase Searle’s thesis and list the support he offers for that thesis
Apr 24 Read Conversations Rodriguez Aria 155-166 For a journal entry discuss the answer this essay gives to the question “Should we have a national language?”
Apr 26 Read Conversations Mellix From Outside 187-198 and Haneline 216-217 Standard Edited American English For a journal entry compare and contrast these two articles 
Apr 28 Revisions of Papers 1 and 2 due today
Read Conversations Smitherman White English in Blackface 203-214 For a journal entry identify Smitherman’s thesis, discuss the evidence she uses for its support, and discuss how you would characterize the ethos deployed in this rhetorical situation.  
May 01 Read Conversations Gross Bitch 234-243 For a journal entry quote or paraphrase the thesis of this article, state your own stance on this issue, and state why briefly
May 03 Read Conversations Schmoke, Bennett, and Friedman 750-772 For a journal entry discuss the geography of the argument developed in the articles by these three writers 

May 05 Paper 3 due today 
Final examination part 1—problems to identify and revise in editing, style, and APA citation format 
May 08 final examination Part 2—in class essay
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