MISU-BOTTINEAU

Course Outline 

Course Title and Number, Credits:

Introduction to Film -- ENGL 225, 3cr

Prerequisite:

None

Course Description:
A general introduction to film studies, including analysis of narrative and stylistic elements of films.

Required Text:
Giannetti, Louis. Understanding Film, 6th ed.

Course Objectives:
· Develop visual literacy skills. 

(Meets MSU-B General Education Goal #2)

· Learn to read, evaluate, and write specialized types of discourse on film, like analytical essays, as well as types of public discourse on film like the film review. (Meets MSU-B General Education Goal #1)

· Understand film as an art form, as a form of entertainment, and as a type of business. (Meets MSU-B General Education Goal #5)

· Understand film style as a language to describe and appreciate the variety of films in current release, films produced in other times, and films produced by other cultures. (Meets MSU-B General Education Goal #8)

Course Content:
· Films screened for aesthetic reputation, historical interest, cultural difference, or popular appeal 

· Discussion of films screened and discussion of  viewing guide distributed with each film screened

· Weekly reports posted to the class discussion board

· Essay reviewing a movie 

· Essay analyzing all aspects of film style in a scene from a film

Course Requirements and Evaluation:

Course requirements consist of short weekly reports, attending film screenings, participating in discussions of films and viewing guides, two essays, and a midterm and a final or a short film in place of the final examination. (See syllabus for details.)

Midterm and final graded on standard college curve, reports and discussions graded on content, essays graded on content with equal emphasis given to clarity of expression and “correct” English 

