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Name of Instructor: 
Sandra Sund, MSN 

Nursing and Allied Health Coordinator
Course Title and Number: Health Care Law & Ethics AH 231 (Spring 2007)
Credits: 1
Prerequisites: 
None
Course Description: 

This course will cover laws pertaining to health care (confidentiality, patient rights, and HIPPA regulations) as well as common ethical problems that are encountered and how these problems are handled. 
Required Text:

Medical Law and Ethics, Fremgen, B., 2nd edition
Course Objectives: 

1. Describe similarities and differences between laws and ethics

2. Discuss why an understanding of the legal profession is necessary for the healthcare professional

3. List examples of criminal actions that relate to the healthcare worker. Define the trial process

4. Discuss conduct that may result in the loss of a license/certification for a healthcare professional

5. Describe the term “standard of care” 

6. Describe various types of medical malpractice

7. Define patient’s rights and patient self-determination acts.

8. List specific laws/obligations that pertain to healthcare professionals

9. Discuss differences between licensure and certification

Course Content:

This course focuses on laws and obligations pertaining to healthcare professionals, patient rights, licensure and certification for health care professionals, professional liability and medical malpractice. This course also focuses on ethical and bioethical issues in medicine and relating to life along with death and dying.  
Course Requirements and Evaluation:

The course will consist of lecture, class discussion, out of class assignments, quizzes, and exams. The grading will be based on attendance, class discussion, out of class assignments, quizzes, exams and other class activities. 
 General Education Goal met:
2. To develop thinking skills

5. To develop and aesthetic appreciation for the world in which we live

8. To understand and appreciate cultural diversity



Course:  
AH 231 Health Care Law & Ethics

Hours:  
Mondays          11-11:50          Credits: 1

Text:  
Fremgen, B. (2002) Medical Law & Ethics (2nd ed.)

Classroom:
Arntzen IVN Building - Bottineau Campus / Administration Bldg. Minot Campus

Instructor:  Sandra K. Sund MSN, FNP, C


Office: Thatcher Hall 210 Bottineau Campus


Phone: Work- 228-5449   Home- 245-6195   Cell- 263-1023


Work email – www.sandra.sund@misu.nodak.edu 


Home email – www.bberents@srt.com 

Course Goal:  

The goal of this course is to provide the student an overview of medical law and ethics to help them understand the multiple legal and ethical issues encountered in healthcare area.

Course Objectives: 

Upon completion of this course the student should be able to:

10. Describe similarities and differences between laws and ethics

11. Discuss why an understanding of the legal profession is necessary for the healthcare professional

12. List examples of criminal actions that relate to the healthcare worker Define the trial process

13. Discuss conduct that may result in the loss of a license/certification for a healthcare professional

14. Describe the term “standard of care” 

15. Describe various types of medical malpractice

16. Define patient’s rights and patient self-determination acts.

17. List specific laws/obligations that pertain to healthcare professionals

18. Discuss differences between licensure and certification

Teaching/Learning Strategies:  

Class discussions, class presentations, semester exams, discussion and presentations of legal cases related to healthcare, written assignments.

Student Responsibilities:

1. The student is expected to read the assigned material and come to class prepared for discussion

2. Class attendance is expected.  If a student misses 3 classes their grade will drop by 1 letter grade for every class missed after the third missed class period.

3. Students will be expected to participate in class presentations relating to legal cases and medical malpractice.

4. Students may be asked to present lectures for the class on a given topic/chapter.

5. Students are expected to be in class during all the presentations.
Regarding Student Presentations: 

The presentations on research articles should be approximately 5 minutes.  You are expected to present a short summary of your research findings.  Do not just read the article to the class.  Your article will be turned in to the instructor and you will be given 10 points for each presentation.  Your peers may be asked to evaluate your presentation also.  
Course Policies:

1. If you are not in class the day of an exam you will not be allowed to make-up that exam unless the instructor was notified in advance and has given approval.  The instructor reserves the right to give essay make-up exams. Only one make-up exam is allowed.
2. All assignments are to be turned in on the date assigned.
3. This course syllabus is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion if the change will be conducive to student learning.
Instructor responsibilities:

1. The instructor will have set office hours to be available for student assistance.

2. It is the responsibility of the instructor to provide an environment that is conducive to learning.
Method of Evaluation:

The final grade will be based on the total points achieved for the course.  This includes exams and assignments.  Points will be given for assignments and added to the total points for the course.

94 - 100=A

85 - 93=B

75 - 84=C

65 - 74=D

0 - 64=F



	January 22
	Lecture

Assignment
	Chapter 1: Introduction to Medical Law, Ethics & Bioethics

Research and present an article pertinent to medical law, ethics, or bioethics from a reputable website. The purpose of this assignment is to give the student an idea of the numerous issues that fall into the category of medical law and ethics. (Refer to student responsibilities for guidelines regarding student presentations.)


	January 29
	Presentations
	Class presentations on research assignment.

	February 5
	Lecture
	Chapter 2: The Legal System

Chapter 3: The Importance of the Legal System

	February 12
	Lecture
	Chapter 4: Medical Practice & Allied Health Professionals

	February 19
	Holiday
	No School: President’s Day

	February 26
	Lecture
	Chapter 5: The Physician – Patient Relationship
Chapter 6: Professional Liability & Medical Malpractice

	March 5
	Exam I
	Chapters 1, 2, 3, 4, 5

	March 12
	Holiday
	No School: Spring Break

	March 19
	Lecture
	Chapter 7: Public Duties of the Physician

Chapter 8: Federal Regulations & the Medical Profession

	March 26
	Lecture

Assignment
	Chapter 9: The Medical Record

Research and present an article relating to confidentiality and the patient record. (Refer to student responsibilities for guidelines regarding student presentations.)


	April 2
	Presentations

Lecture
	Class presentations on research assignment.

Chapter 10: Ethic & Bio-ethic Issues in Medicine

	April 9
	Holiday
	No School: Easter Break

	April 16
	Exam II
Lecture
	Chapters 6, 7, 8, 9, 10

Chapter 11: Ethical Issues Relating to Life

	April 23
	Lecture
	Chapter 12: Death & Dying

	April 30
	Lecture
	Chapter 13: Allocation of Resources

    Code of Ethics

     Hippocratic Oath

     Code for Nurses

     Allied Health Code of Ethics

	May 7
	Exam
	Final Exam
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