MSU-BOTTINEAU

Course Outline

Name of Instructor:  Allan Aufforth
Course Title and Number, Credits:
FWLD 243 Ornithology






4 credits






Spring semester
Prerequisite:
None
Course Description:  An introduction to the biology, classification and identification of birds.
Required Text:
Ornithology by Frank B. Gill
Course Objectives:

· To understand the taxonomy of bird orders and families and the evolutionary developments from earliest to modern species.

· To investigate the physiological processes of all avian types and modifications from one type to another.

· Field identification of North American birds.
Course Content:
A. The Diversity of Birds: 
Basic characteristics of birds

Bird names and classifications

      B.  Avian History:

Evolution of feathers





Evolution of avian flight





Modern birds

      C.  Form and Function:
Feathers




Flight





Physiology





Feeding

      D.  Behavior and Communication:
Brains and senses







Visual communication







Vocal communication

      E.  Reproduction and Development:
Reproduction







Nests and incubation







Mates






Growth and development






Parental care

      F.  Population Dynamics and Conservation:
Demography








Population








Species








Communities








Conservation of endangered species

      G.  Behavior and the Environment:
The annual cycles of birds







Migration







Navigation







Social behavior
Course Requirements and Evaluation:
· Grading Schedule: 90% = A, 80% = B, 70% = C, 60% = D, less than 60% = Fail

· Three major hour exams in lecture and numerous identification tests throughout the laboratory portion of the class.
· A final written exam, comprehensive, and a final laboratory practical exam.
General Education Goals:

This course meets goal #2 (To develop thinking skills) and goal #7 (To develop a knowledge and application of science.

Relationship to Campus Theme:

This course is a study in the functions of reproduction and survival methods of  birds.
