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COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course will provide students with a general knowledge of the Internet and how it developed.  Various methods of searching for information are learned and practiced.  Additionally, class participants will learn the basics of Microsoft Outlook.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

· To demonstrate a knowledge of the history of the Internet.

· To foster an appreciation of the Internet and underscore its importance as an easy-to-use repository of information

· To demonstrate the ability to use a variety of search engines to find information.

· To evaluate information retrieved from Internet sources. (Meets MiSU-B General Education Goal #3)

· To know the differences between websites, databases, virtual libraries, and other Internet “locations.”

· To demonstrate the ability to interpret and synthesize information resulting in problem solutions.

Nature Technology, and Beyond

“MSU Bottineau emphasizes nature, technology, and beyond as a focus for the unique blend of courses and programs offered here.  As a way to study these three areas, this university emphasizes ten general education goals, one of which is listed below.  The comment that follows comes from the statement of philosophy of general education on the school’s website: ‘The incorporation of these core areas into our programs constitutes our commitment to a philosophy which has as its purpose the application of knowledge, culture and educational discourse designed to familiarize students with a broad context of learning.’  The general education goal this class helps to develop is ‘To develop knowledge and application of technology.’”(Albrightson, 2007)
COURSE OUTLINE

· Introduction to the Internet and the World Wide Web

· Connecting to the Internet; Selecting an ISP

· Using a Web Browser 

· Internet and browser basics

· Overview of how the Internet works

· Using the browser's window

· Working with Internet Explorer

· Navigating the Web

· Searching for Information

· Evaluation information needs

· Choosing the best search tool

· Search engines and meta-search tools
· 10 Step search strategy
· Search and output features common to most search engine databases

· Ten step search strategy

· Beyond Search Engines
· Directories
· Virtual libraries

· Specialized databases
· Weblogs

· Commercial Databases
· Communication on the Internet

· Communication technologies

· Effective Internet communication

· Behavior and etiquette guidelines

· Legal and ethical issues

· Electronic Mail

· How e-mail works

· Advantages and limitations of e-mail

· E-mail programs and their features

· E-Mail addresses

· E-Mail—headers, body, signature

· Discussion Groups and UseNet newsgroups

· Discussion groups overview

· Proper etiquette and behavior within a group

· Overview about Usenet news

· Subscribing to newsgroups

· Usenet etiquette

· FTP and Downloading Web Resources

· FTP Overview

· Downloading a file by anonymous FTP

· Writing Web Pages

· Description of a web page

· Introduction to HTML

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

· Students are required to complete all class activities.

· Attendance is required.  Quizzes and tests cannot be made-up. Exceptions may apply when students are excused because of a school function or if an emergency arises.  Arrangements must be made with the instructor prior to class time.  Excused absences will be handled on an individual basis.

· Assignments are due at the designated time, even if you will be or were absent.  Assignments handed in late will lose a letter grade for each day late.

· Plagiarism will not be tolerated.  The work handed in must be your own.

· Bring your textbooks, disks and writing tools each day to class.  It is recommended that each student have a pocket folder in which to keep assignments.

· Bring a positive, cooperative attitude to class each day.

METHODS OF INSTRUCTION

Instructional procedures include lecture, class discussion, research assignments, quizzes and tests.

EVALUATION and GRADING METHODS
Grades are based on the following:

Written exams

Quizzes



Projects



Final research project & presentation
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GRADING SCALE


A = 90%


B = 80%


C = 70%


D = 60%


F = 59(%








