PLSC 265 -- Herbaceous Landscape Plants 

Fall 2008
Fall Semester 2006   9:00-9:50 MWF 3:00-4:50 W

4 credits   Three lecture hours and one two hour lab weekly 

Prerequisite:  None

Required Text:     Armitage's Manual of Annuals, Bienniels and Half-Hardy Perennials

                               Ortho Books     All about Perennials
References:   Ortho Books   All about Annuals
                                              All about Bulbs

                                              All about Herbs

                                              All about Water Gardens

                                              All about Roses
                                              Herbaceous Ornamental Plants By; Steven Still

                                              Periodicals such as; Country Gardens                                                                       
                                                                               Birds and Blooms

                                                                               Horticulture

                                                                               Gardening How To

                                                                               Garden Design

Course Description:

Herbaceous Landscape Plants involves the study of Herbaceous Ornamental Plants such as; flowering annuals, biennials, perennials and bulbous plants and herbs.  

Give consideration to methods of propagation, adaptability, and landscape value.  Garden insect and disease problems will also be covered.

Students will be expected to identify various plants by Family, common name and Genus species.

Course Objectives and Competencies:
Students will:

1. Study and Identify Herbaceous plant families and individual plants.

2. Study growth requirements such as proper soil structure for growing bedding plants in the greenhouse and outdoors.

3. Study insect and disease control

4. Study plant maintenance

5. Study different types of flowerbeds. Students will be required to prepare plans for two types of flowerbeds.  One required plan will be for a home yard; the other will be a formal plan for use in a public gardening situation such as those on campuses or at the International Peace Gardens.

(These expectations assess MSU-B General Ed. Goals 4, 5, 6 and 9)
Gen Ed. goal #4   Students will develop skills in Math computation while designing flowerbeds based on number of square feet and number of plants per square foot.

Gen. Ed. goal #5 Students will develop an appreciation for beauty as they study the plants used to beautify the world today.

Gen. Ed. goal #6 Students will learn the health benefits of gardening as a career and hobby. (Gardening is the #1 hobby in the US today and the best form of exercise for women over the age of 40)

Gen. Ed. goal #9 Students will learn that the plant collections we have today are ever-changing and that there is a need to constantly be familiar with the new plant releases coming out each year.

Nature, Technology and Beyond
All aspects of Horticulture develop a student’s appreciation for nature and the materials that Mother Nature and technology have provided us to create with. Because of this, we can make the world a more beautiful/peaceful place in which to work and live.
Course Requirements:

Herbaceous Landscape Plants will include, lecture and discussion, slides and videos, field trips, weekly labs and a mid term and final lab project.

MID-TERM LAB PROJECT

Each student will be required to pick a plant, research it and give an oral presentation about the plant in lab.  Be creative (use props, power point shows etc). Each presentation should be 5-7 minutes long. (This project is worth 100 points)

FINAL LAB PROJECT

Each student will be required to photograph 35 herbaceous plant specimens.  Identify each plant, compile cultural information on each plant and organize it into a power point presentation. Projects are due during the last scheduled lab period of the semester.  You are encouraged to use the internet to find additional cultural information on your plants that may not be covered in class.  The more you put into this project, the better reference you will develop for future use (This project is worth 350 points) Photograph your samples with a digital camera and create a power point presentation. Be creative!!!
Testing:

There will be six one-hour lecture tests covering cultural information and plant identification.

Lab test: There will be one Common name plant identification test given prior to frost. This test will include all Herbaceous Plants used on Campus. Pay attention in Lecture and Lab so that you become familiar with all these plants common names.
Grading:

100-93%=A, 92-85%=B, 84-75%=C, 75-65%=D Below 65% Failing

Week One

Introduction and Plant Identification

Pre-test identification quiz

Week Two

Plant Identification of Campus plants (Be prepared to be outside. We will be out identifying plants by sight, touch and smell until frost stops us!) This could be at any time now, so it may be a push to get through everything.

Week Three
Plant Identification Lab: (Field Trip to the International Peace Gardens)

Week Four

Plant Identification   Lab; Common Name plant ID test of campus plants 
Week Five   

Plant Identification and cultural information of plants on plant list number one.

Lab:  Digging and over-wintering Geraniums.

Week Six

Plant identification (List one continued) Cultural information of Annuals, perennials and bulbs.

Lab: Preparing perennial beds for winter

Week Seven

Plant identification and cultural information

Lecture test general cultural information and ID of plants from list one

Begin covering List two

Lab:  Cashing in on gardening trends.  (Example: Gargoyles) Each student will bring a current gardening trend to present to the class.
Week Eight

Plant identification (List two)
Lab: Cultural information on Bulbs and Forcing spring flowering bulbs for indoor bloom

Week Nine

Plant identification (List two)

Lab:  Mid-term Oral presentations

Week Ten

Plant identification   Lecture test (List two information)

Lab:  Garden tool and equipment identification and maintenance

Week Eleven

Plant identification   (List Three)

Lecture test general cultural information and ID of plants from list two

Lab:  Planning a home flower garden. (Gardening to attract wildlife)

Week Twelve   

Plant identification   (List three)

Lab:  Planning a formal display garden (Public Gardening)

Week Thirteen  
Plant Identification (List Four)
Lab:  Continue to work on your flowerbed plans
Week Fourteen

Plant identification (List Four
Lab:  Flowerbed plans are due
Week Fifteen

Plant identification (List five)
Lab:  Using industry seed and plant catalogs and budget planning

Week Sixteen

Plant identification (List five)

Lab:  FINAL LAB PROJECTS ARE DUE

Week Seventeen

Plant identification (List six)

Final Test: Plant information from list four, five and six plus, study your old tests!
The selection of Herbaceous Plants is endless! This class can only scratch the surface.

My hope is that it will create an awareness of the plants that surround you and make you sit up take notice and catch the fever. Once you have it you will continually be searching for something new to try!
